Suicidal asphyxia by gas mask.
Antichemical warfare kits that were issued to all Israeli residents 6 months before the Gulf War included masks of various types suited to the age of the user. During the war, 10 adults died of suffocation due to mishandling of the filter of the masks despite the offil Defense Authority's repeated instructions to be cautious. These masks remained in the possession of the population after the war. We report on six cases of suicidal asphyxia incurred by donning the gas mask tightly sealed that have occurred since 1991.